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on the altars again,  and the incense rose from every part of Rome.    The stream that had begun to flow towards the Vatican was diverted once more.    The new lease of life given to the old religion  was  of most  uncertain   duration;  for, although   Theodosius   had   at    first   exchanged presents with the puppet of Argobastes, it soon became known that he was preparing an expedition into Italy.    Yet there was widespread apostasy from the Christian Church, and nearly the whole of the nobility welcomed the restoration of the genial Olympians.    The Christian leaders were sorely perplexed ; it was impossible to forecast the issue of the struggle with Theodosius. Ambrose wavered pitifully.    He fled from Milan to avoid a meeting with Eugenius, yet wrote a most  respectful and  friendly  letter  to  him,  in which the usurpation is described as  ' when thy clemency assumed the charge of the empire.' *
1 Compare the politic character of his panegyric on Valentinian, where he ' will not discuss the celerity of his death !' In an earlier chapter I have had to point out Gibbon's unjust severity against Ambrose; here it is necessaiy to say that he errs still more in the opposite direction. He says (iii. 402): ' The inflexible courage of Ambrose alone had resisted the claims of successful usurpation.' The above qualification of the c usurpation ' would hardly require an inflexible courage. But as Gibbon adds that Ambrose ' declined his correspondence,' it would seem that he has strangely overlooked the